
Message 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

CC: 

Baumgartner, Donald [baumgartner.donald@epa.gov] 

2/23/2021 8:09:43 PM 
Foss, Alyssa - DATCP [Alyssa.Foss@wisconsin.gov]; martinag [martinag@purdue.edu]; Beaver, Brad 
[brad.beaver@illinois.gov]; Brian Clark [brian.clark@state.mn.us]; Verhougstraete, Brian (MDARD) 
[verhougstraeteb@michigan.gov]; burkmanc@michigan.gov; Chris Difonzo [difonzo@msu.edu]; cindy flock 
[folck.2@osu.edu]; scottde@purdue.edu; deanh [deanh@tc.umn.edu]; Dwayne Sanders 
[dwayne.sanders@state.mn.us]; Whitford, Fred . [fwhitford@purdue.edu]; glenn nice [gnice@wisc.edu]; Greg Minor 

[gregory.minor@agri.ohio.gov]; Chahal, Gurinderbir (MDA) [g.chahal@state.mn.us]; Fischer, Heidi (MDA) 
[heidi.fischer@state.mn.us]; becovitzj [becovitzj@purdue.edu]; john stone [stonejo2@msu.edu]; Leach, Carrie A 
[leach13@purdue.edu]; Ken Runkle [ken.runkle@illinois.gov]; Kerr, Samantha [Samantha.Kerr@lllinois.gov]; Kern, 
Kevin (MDARD) [kernk@michigan.gov]; Reed, Leo A [reedla@purdue.edu]; Suppressed entry [  Lori 
Bowman [Lori.Bowman@Wisconsin.gov]; Maria Restrepo-Turner [mrestrep@illinois.edu]; Mccloskey, Mark D -
DATCP [mark.mccloskey@wisconsin.gov]; mary ann rose [rose.155@osu.edu]; Mary Ferguson [m-ferg@umn.edu]; 
Matt Beal [matthew.beal@agri.ohio.gov]; Matt Cochran [mcochran@agri.ohio.gov]; Matt.Jorgenson 
[Matt.Jorgenson@state.mn.us]; buesinge [buesinge@uiuc.edu]; Monica sipes [monica.sipes@wisconsin.gov]; 
Natalie Hoidal [hoida016@umn.edu]; Ajayi, Olafimihan [olafimihan.ajayi@illinois.gov]; rajinder.mann 
[rajinder.mann@state.mn.us]; Personette, Robby E - DATCP [robby.personette@wisconsin.gov]; Mackedanz, Roger 
(MDA) [roger.mackedanz@state.mn.us]; Ryan King [ryan.king@agri.ohio.gov]; Ende, Stephanie (MDA) 
[Stephanie.Ende@state.mn.us]; Moss, Suzanne [suzanne.moss@illinois.gov]; Tana Haugen-Brown 
[thbrown@umn.edu]; Travis Cleveland [tclevela@illinois.edu]; Amber Hanson Glaeser [amber.glaeser@fbmn.org]; 
Criag Anderson (canderso@michfb.com) [canderso@michfb.com]; Larry Antosch [lantosch@ofbf.org]; Lauren 
Lurkins [llurkins@ilfb.org]; Lindsey Ramsey (lramsey@ilfb.org) [lramsey@ilfb.org]; burkmanc@michigan.gov; 
christine.wicks [christine.wicks@state.mn.us]; saxtong [saxtong@purdue.edu]; lisa.berg [lisa.berg@state.mn.us]; 
Beal, Matthew [beal@agri.ohio.gov] 
Baumgartner, Donald [baumgartner.donald@epa.gov]; Martig, Anton (Tony) [martig.anton@epa.gov]; Calvo, Estrella 
[calvo.estrella@epa.gov]; Garcia, Beth [garcia.beth@epa.gov]; Dibblee, Seth [Dibblee.Seth@epa.gov]; Mysz, Amy 
[mysz.amy@epa.gov]; Rittenhouse, Susan [Rittenhouse.Susan@epa.gov]; Syed, Sharmin [Syed.Sharmin@epa.gov]; 
Corbett, Richard [Corbett.Richard@epa.gov]; Glynn, Tara [Glynn.Tara@epa.gov]; Hoernemann, Courtenay 
[Hoernemann.Courtenay@epa.gov]; Huff, Blake [Huff.Blake@epa.gov]; Khan, Sidrah [khan.sidrah@epa.gov]; 
Koethe, Robert [Koethe.Robert@epa.gov]; Lee, Bill [Lee.Bill@epa.gov]; Livingston, Pat [Livingston.Patricia@epa.gov]; 
Martin, Kevin [Martin.Kevin@epa.gov]; Merritt, Alex [Merritt.Alex@epa.gov]; Olson, Bethany 
[olson.bethany@epa.gov]; Plewe, Bethany [Plewe.Bethany@epa.gov]; Pluta, Alexander [pluta.alexander@epa.gov]; 
Szylvian, Andrea M. [Szylvian.Andrea@epa.gov]; Weiler, Gregory [weiler.gregory@epa.gov]; Wilcoxen, Katy 
[Wilcoxen.Katy@epa.gov]; Yeley, Megan [Yeley.Megan@epa.gov]; Anderson, Marcia [Anderson.Marcia@epa.gov]; 
Beard, Phillip [Beard.Phillip@epa.gov]; Brogdon, Ralph [Brogdon.Ralph@epa.gov]; Calero, Norman 
[Calero.Norman@epa.gov]; Gregory, Lynne [Gregory.Lynne@epa.gov]; Hawley, Sarah [hawley.sarah@epa.gov]; 
Helder, Dirk [Helder.Dirk@epa.gov]; Lesher, Mark [Lesher.Mark@epa.gov]; McPherson, Kenneth 
[McPherson.Kenneth@epa.gov]; Raguza, Holly [Raguza.Holly@epa.gov]; Satter, Suzanne [satter.suzanne@epa.gov]; 
Sorto, Evelyn [sorto.evelyn@epa.gov]; Tomczak, Kimberly [Tomczak.Kimberly@epa.gov]; Bauer, Jeremy 
[Bauer.Jeremy@epa.gov]; Bingham, Kimberly [Bingham.Kimberly@epa.gov]; Dominy, Randy 
[Dominy.Randy@epa.gov]; Gorman, John [Gorman.John@epa.gov]; Moore, Audrey [Moore.Audrey@epa.gov]; 
Rodriguez, Nancy [Rodriguez.Nancy@epa.gov]; Wilson, Clyde [Wilson.Clyde@epa.gov]; Wood, MelanieL 
[Wood.MelanieL@epa.gov]; Blankenship, Marie [blankenship.marie@epa.gov]; Chelius, Kyle 
[Chelius.Kyle@epa.gov]; Meyer, Kathryn [meyer.kathryn@epa.gov]; Pendley, Zachary [pendley.zachary@epa.gov]; 
aat25@cornell.edu; achristman@ohioexterminating.com; alice.waller@state.mn.us; Amy Cross 
[amy.cross@oregonstate.edu]; Andrew Architect [aarchitect@pestworld.org]; Andrew Bray [abray@pestworld.org]; 
April Holmes [April.holmes@illinois.gov]; barbara.omeara@illinois.gov [Barbara.Omeara@illinois.gov]; HUGO, Barry 
(IHS/BEM) [barry.hugo@ihs.gov]; Bob Rosenberg [  bonnie.macleod@hc-sc.gc.ca; 
cgorecki@orkin.com; cityrats@mac.com; cogg@unl.edu; collmans@wsu.edu; Connie.Giroux@ihs.gov; Dean Herzfeld 
[deanherzfeld@npsec.us]; Deborah Young [  dharris-john@smithereen.com; 
dhgouge@ag.arizona.edu; ebrown@ag.tamu.edu; fgraham@acesag.auburn.edu; foi@ufl.edu; 
fournier@cals.arizona.edu; Garrett Steiner [garrett.steiner@ihs.gov]; gbennett@purdue.edu; gibb@purdue.edu; 

 Fudd Graham [grahalc@auburn.edu]; hbolton@nifa.usda.gov; ipmworks@ipminstitute.org; 
jac6@cdc.gov; ja-hurley@tamu.edu; jeanne.ciborowski@state.mn.us; jess@msu.edu; Jim Fredericks 
Lifredericks@pestworld.org]; jjochim@bluemarble.net; kathy.murray@maine.gov; kells002@umn.edu; krichards 
[krichards@npsec.us]; Kofi Berko u.kofi.berko@hud.gov]; Teliha, Karen [kteliha@idem.in.gov]; Laura Jessie lies 
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Subject: 

[ljesse@iastate.edu]; Leah Mcsherry [LMcSherry@ipminstitute.org]; Liu, Linda [liu.linda@epa.gov]; Michael Swoyer 
[  mlame@indiana.edu; mshour@iastate.edu; Nancy Crider 
[Nancym.crider@uth.tmc.edu]; Nancy Cusumano [nec2@cornell.edu]; pgk@ufl.edu; Richard Mansheim 
[rmansheim@ipminstitute.org]; rick.cooper.rutgers@cooperpest.com; Ruth Kurzee 
[ruth.kerzee@elevateenergy.org]; Sarah Hughson [hughson2@illinois.edu]; Sarah Mcguire 
[smcguire@smithereen.com]; scottde@purdue.edu; Shelby Foerg [shelby.foerg@ihs.gov]; sratclif@uiuc.edu; Steve 
Elliott [sfelliott@ucanr.edu]; stockt@science.oregonstate.edu; susannah reese [sck27@cornell.edu]; Ted Snyder 
[ted.snyder.  Alarcon, Walter (CDC/NIOSH/DFSE/HIB) [wda7@cdc.gov]; 
Fuentes, Clara [Fuentes.Clara@epa.gov]; Jordan, Julie [Jordan.Julie@epa.gov]; Mauel, Linda [Mauel.Linda@epa.gov]; 
Schulze, Chad [Schulze.Chad@epa.gov]; Buster, Pamela [Buster.Pamela@epa.gov]; Hopkins, Yvette 
[Hopkins.Yvette@epa.gov]; ONeill, Sandra [ONeill.Sandra@epa.gov]; Ryan, Emily [ryan.emily@epa.gov]; Walsh, 
Linsey [Walsh.linsey@epa.gov]; Wire, Cindy [Wire.Cindy@epa.gov]; Bouche, Angela [bouche.angela@epa.gov]; 
Capiro, Mirtha [capiro.mirtha@epa.gov]; Niess, Claudia [niess.claudia@epa.gov]; Swenson, Thomas 
[Swenson.Thomas@epa.gov]; Wesley, Abigail [wesley.abigail@epa.gov] 
USDA Update - Packages of Unsolicited Seeds from China 

"Packages of Unsolicited Seeds from China - USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 
is providing" ... additional guidance to help online buyers and sellers comply with U.S. laws when they 
import seeds and live plants for planting from other countries ... The guidance explains buyer and seller 
responsibilities; outlines required documents, such as import permits and phytosanitary certificates; 
provides information on plant and seed species that have additional import requirements; and makes 
clear which types of plants and seeds are not allowed to be imported into the United States ... APHIS 
published the site after evaluating thousands of reports of unsolicited seed deliveries that began in July 
2020 ... APHIS has found no evidence that someone was intentionally trying to harm U.S. agriculture 
with these shipments. In fact, there is no correlation between where the seeds were sent and U.S. critical 
agriculture infrastructure ... APHIS has been working with e-commerce companies to remove the online 
sellers that are participating in the illegal import of propagative materials, including seeds ... " [USDA] 

Remember this from past July??? The mysterious arrival in many home mailboxes of China seeds caused many 

worries from the public, States, and regulators. An update with more details and useful links are further 
below. Thanks to Yvette Hopkins for sharing this with us. 

Donald Baumgartner, B.S., M,S. Medical Entomologist 

115 WPS Coordinator, RSC& T Coord., Ml Ted, Contact, Bed Bug Specialist, l.ika/Mosq Control, Urban Pests, Pollinators 
TSCA and Pesticides Section (Ll-17J), land and Chemicals Branch 
U.S. Em1imm11ental Protection Agency Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
ph. 312/886-7835 
fax 312/6':ff-2531 
haurngartner.donald@epa.gov 

\:],;.::: h tt0;//1,"i"1,"iVv.2pc1.p:ov/0estlcide<;,[ :::::· hUJr//n Dk"o:·st:;;du/ 

Have a Bed Bug free Day!! 

USEP/\ REG!ON 5 PESTlUDE'.) SECTION DlSCLAHv1F..R: Th Ls :e.spo:1.se and the co:1t2nt..s of the !nform~~tlon/sun1:riarv/fact.sheels/0ublk:atlons,/r'2ports provided do :1ol 
n2ces~at:lv :·2flr::(t Uie v1:;;\:\/S c1nd pn!1c1:;;s of the U5t:.PA1 not does m:;;ntion of t:·adr:: nd:r:r::s ot convnerc1di prnducts. Th2 inclus:on of viteb i1nks to s:tes d2sctib1ng su(~l 
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From: Hopkins, Yvette <Hopkins.Yvette@epa.gov> 

Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2021 4:23 PM 
To: Baumgartner, Donald <baumgartner.donald@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: [SFM] Update - Packages of Unsolicited Seeds from China - USDA APHIS is providing additional guidance to 

help online buyers and sellers comply with U.S. laws when they import seeds and live plants for planting from other 

countries. The guidance explain 

FYI 

From: Jimmy Liu <l_iuQnfien.com> 

Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2021 4:41 PM 
To: liu(alfien.com 

Subject: [SFM] Update - Packages of Unsolicited Seeds from China - USDA APHIS is providing additional guidance to help 

online buyers and sellers comply with U.S. laws when they import seeds and live plants for planting from other 
countries. The guidance explains .. 

[SFMJ Update - Packages of Unsolicited Seeds from China - USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS) is providing " ... additional guidance to help online buyers and sellers comply with U.S. 
laws when they import seeds and live plants for planting from other countries ... The guidance explains 
buyer and seller responsibilities; outlines required documents, such as import permits and phytosanitary 
certificates; provides information on plant and seed species that have additional import requirements; 
and makes dear which types of plants and seeds are not allowed to be imported into the United States ... 
APHIS published the site after evaluating thousands of reports of unsolicited seed deliveries that began in 
July 2020 ... APHIS has found no evidence that someone was intentionally trying to harm U.S. 
agriculture with these shipments. In fact, there is no correlation between where the seeds were sent and 
U.S. critical agriculture infrastructure ... APHIS has been working with e-commerce companies to 
remove the online sellers that are participating in the illegal import of propagative materials, including 
seeds ... " 

Web site: Source: February 18, 2021 USDA APHIS Stakeholder Registry Bulletin, titled "USDA Clarifies 
Rules for Buying and Selling Seeds and Plants Online From Other Countries", posted at 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAAPHIS/bul1etins/2c259d7 

The USDA AP HIS topic page on Buying and Selling Plants and Seeds Online is available at 
http://vvww.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/planthealth/import-information/permits/plants-and-plant-products­
pennits/plants-for-p1anting/buying-selling-plants-seeds-online/ 

USDA APHIS has additional information on Unsolicited Seeds from China is available at 
http://www.aphis. usda. gov/aphis/newsroom/stakeholder-info/sa by date/sa-2020/sa-07 /seeds-china 
* Questions and Answers are posted at 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/planthealth/news-info/unsolicited-seeds/faq-unsolicited-seeds 

The August 7, 2020 USDA APHIS Stakeholder Registry Bulletin, titled "USDA Updates List of Locations 
Where the Public Can Send Unsolicited Seed Packets", is posted at 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAAPHIS/bul1etins/2993697 

The August 4, 2020 USDA APHIS Stakeholder Registry Bulletin, titled "USDA Provides List of Locations by 
State Where Public Can Mail Unsolicited Seed Packages", is posted at 
http:// content. govdelivery. com/ accounts/USD AAPHIS/bulletins/2 98a06d 
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The July 31, 2020 USDA APHIS Stakeholder Registry Bulletin, titled "USDA Seeks Help from Citizens to 
Collect Unsolicited Seeds Packages", is posted at 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAAPHIS/bulletins/29846e5 

The July 28, 2020 USDA APHIS News Release, titled "USDA Investigates Packages of Unsolicited Seeds from 
China", is posted at 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/stakeholder-info/sa by date/sa-2020/sa-07/seeds-china 

The USDA APHIS topic page on Smuggling Interdiction and Trade Compliance (SITC) is available at 
http ://www. aphis. usda. gov/ a phis/ ourfocus/planthealth/import-information/ sa site 

The previous FIEN message related to this topic is posted at 
http ://www.fien.com/ articleDisplay.php ?id=498 78 

Contact: Questions may be directed to the USDA APHIS Permits Help Desk at 301 851 2046; toll free: 877 
770 5990; e-mail: P1antProducts.Permits@USDA.gov 

* USDA APHIS State Plant Health Directors are listed at 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/planthealth/ppq-program-overview/sphd 

Summary: The text of the February 18, 2021 USDA APHIS Stakeholder Registry Bulletin follows: 

WASHINGTON, February 18, 2021 - Following a months-long investigation into thousands ofreports from 
citizens who received unsolicited seed packages in the mail last year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
(USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is providing additional guidance to help online 
buyers and sellers comply with U.S. laws when they import seeds and live plants for planting from other 
countries. The information, available on the APHIS website (http://www.aphis.usda.gov/planthealth/seeds­
plants-ecommerce ), will also help protect critical U.S. agriculture infrastructure and natural resources from 
potential invasive pest and disease threats. 

The guidance explains buyer and seller responsibilities; outlines required documents, such as import pennits 
and phytosanitary certificates; provides information on plant and seed species that have additional import 
requirements; and makes clear which types of plants and seeds are not allowed to be imported into the United 
States. 

APHIS published the site after evaluating thousands of reports of unsolicited seed deliveries that began in July 
2020. While APHIS confirmed that some of the seeds were sent to the United States unsolicited, others were 
seeds the recipients ordered-unaware they were coming from a foreign country. Regardless, most of the seed 
shipments were illegal because they entered the United States without a permit or a phytosanitary certificate. 

"Plants and seeds for planting purchased online from other countries can pose a significant risk to U.S. 
agriculture and natural resources because they can carry harmful insects and pathogens," said Plant Protection 
and Quarantine Program Deputy Administrator Dr. Osama El-Lissy. "We've been working closely withe­
commerce companies and other federal partners to stop the flow of illegal plant and seed shipments from 
entering the country. This new site is a big step forward in our efforts to facilitate the safe trade of plants and 
seeds through the e-commerce pathway." 

APHIS has found no evidence that someone was intentionally trying to hann U.S. agriculture with these 
shipments. In fact, there is no correlation between where the seeds were sent and U.S. critical agriculture 
infrastructure. APHIS officials believe the unsolicited packages are part of an internet "brushing scam." Sellers 
carrying out brushing scams will often ship inexpensive items to increase transactions. The more transactions a 
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seller completes, the higher their rating and the more likely that their items will appear at the top of search 
results on an e-commerce site. 

APHIS has been working with e-commerce companies to remove the online sellers that are participating in the 
illegal import of propagative materials, including seeds. The agency has also been working with e-commerce 
companies to ensure they, and the sellers who use their platforms, are complying with USDA import 
regulations. 

"We are thankful to the public for reporting the seeds and getting them to USDA officials so that we could 
investigate them and avoid introducing foreign pests into our environment," added Dr. El-Lissy. 

################ 

This article (#51398) was distributed by e-mail on February 18, 2021 to those whose names are on the FIEN, 
LLC Subject Matter Distribution Lists for Bioterrorism; Crop Protection; Food Defense; Fruits, Vegetables and 
Nuts; Grains; International Trade; Invasive Species; Plant Variety Protection; Risk Assessment and 
Communication 

-end-
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